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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 10688 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, CSCE, PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: ORLOV TRIAL 

REF: MOSCOW 10454 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER ARRIVED AT ORLOV COURTHOUSE TWO HOURS 
BEFORE TRIAL WAS SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE BUT WAS NONETHE- 
LESS DENIED ACCESS, FIRST ON GROUNDS THAT BUILDING DID 
NOT OPEN UNTIL TEN A.M., THEN, AT TEN A.M., ON GROUNDS 
THAT COURTROOM WAS FULL. MILITIA OFFICER LATER ADMITTED 
IN SIDE CONVERSATION THAT WHILE TRIAL WAS "OPEN", SPECIAL 
PASS WAS REQUIRED TO GAIN ADMITTANCE. 
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2. EMBOFF MADE TOTAL OF FOUR REQUESTS TO BE ADMITTED, 

AND WAS TOLD EACH TIME THAT COURTROOM WAS FULL. OF 
ORLOV S FRIENDS AND RELATIVES ON SCENE, ONLY HIS WIFE 
AND SONS WERE ADMITTED. NUMEROUS MILITIA AND PLAIN- 
CLOTHESMEN WERE FOR MOST PART CORRECT IN THEIR HANDLING 
OF THE CROWD OF SOME 100 HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF ORLOV, PLUS ABOUT TWENTY 
WESTERN JOURNALISTS STANDING VIGIL OUTSIDE OF COURTHOUSE 
DURING MOST OF THE FIRST DAY. 

3. MRS. ORLOV MANAGED TO COME OUTSIDE BRIEFLY DURING 
FIRST RECESS TO BRIEF HER FRIENDS ON WHAT HAD TRANSPIRED. 
WE ASSUME WESTERN WIRE SERVICES HAVE FILED AT LEAST 
HIGHLIGHTS OF HER ACCOUNT. IN BRIEF, SHE SAID: 

-HER HUSBAND, TO WHOM SHE HAS NOT YET HAD ACCESS, HAD 
LOST SOME WEIGHT BUT APPEARED IN GOOD HEALTH; 

-AFTER LENGTHY ACCUSATION HAD BEEN READ, HE SAID HE 
DID NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND IT; WHEN ASKED IF HE PLEADED 
GUILTY, HE REPLIED HE REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE IN PROCEEDINGS 
UNLESS HE WAS GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN HIS POSITION; 

-IN ACCUSATION, WHICH RAN SOME 40 PAGES, PHRASE 
"HELSINKI MONITORING GROU" WAS NOT USED; REFERENCE WAS 
TO CERTAIN DOCUMENTS WRITTEN BY ORLOV, GINZBURG, 
SHCHARANSKIY '"'ND OTHERS"; 

-THE PROSECUTION WILL CALL SOME 15 WITNESSES; SO FAR 
NONE HAS BEEN LISTED FOR THE DEFENSE; 

-ORLOV WAS ACCUSED OF PROVIDING SLANDEROUS DOCUMENTS 
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TO WESTERN JOURNALISTS AND "EMBASSIES", AND OF RECEIVING 
MONEY "FROM THE WEST” FOR SLANDEROUS INFORMATION. 

4. TRIAL IS EXPECTED TO RUN AT LEAST TWO OR THREE DAYS; 
EMBASSY PLANS TO HAVE OFFICER AT COURTHOUSE EACH DAY. 

5. FULLER ACCOUNT OF FIRST DAY FOLLOWS SPETEL. TOON 
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